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Proficient

Intellectual Work: Quality of questioning

Distinguished

Teacher rarely or never asks
questions to probe and deepen students’
understanding or uncover misconceptions.

and deepen students’ understanding or
uncover misconceptions.

Teacher occasionally asks questions to probe

Teacher frequently asks questions to probe
and deepen students’ understanding or
uncover misconceptions. Teacher assists
students in clarifying their thinking with one
another.

Teacher frequently asks questions to probe
and deepen students’ understanding or
uncover misconceptions. Teacher assists
students in clarifying and assessing their
thinking with one another. Students question
one another to probe for deeper thinking.

Intellectual Work: Ownership of learning

Teacher rarely or never provides
opportunities and strategies for students
to take ownership of their own learning to
develop, test and refine their thinking.

Teacher occasionally provides opportunities
and strategies for students to take ownership
of their learning. Locus of control is with
teacher.

Teacher provides opportunities and
strategies for students to take ownership

of their learning. Some locus of control is
with students in ways that support students’
learning.

Teacher consistently provides opportunities
and strategies for students to take ownership
of their learning. Most locus of control is

with students in ways that support students’
learning.

Engagement Strategies: High cogn

itive demand

Teacher expectations and strategies engage
few or no students in work of high cognitive
demand.

Teacher expectations and strategies engage
some students in work of high cognitive
demand.

Teacher expectations and strategies engage
most students in work of high cognitive
demand.

Teacher expectations and strategies engage
all students in work of high cognitive demand.

Engagement Strategies: Strategies

that capitalize on learning needs of

students

Teacher rarely or never uses strategies
based on the learning needs of students
— academic background, life experiences,
culture and language of students.

Teacher uses strategies that capitalize and
are based on learning needs of students —
academic background, life experience and
culture and language of students — for the
whole group.

Teacher uses strategies that capitalize and
are based on learning needs of students

— academic background, life experiences,
culture and language of students — for the
whole group and small groups of students.

Teacher uses strategies that capitalize and
build upon learning needs of students —
academic background, life experiences,
culture and language of students — for the
whole group, small groups of students and
individual students.

Engagement Strategies: Expectation, support and opportunity for participation and meaning making

Teacher rarely or never uses engagement
strategies and structures that facilitate
participation and meaning making by all
students. Few students have the opportunity
to engage in quality talk.

Teacher uses engagement strategies and
structures that facilitate participation and
meaning making by students. Some students
have the opportunity to engage in quality talk.

Teacher sets expectation and provides
support for a variety of engagement
strategies and structures that facilitate
participation and meaning making by
students. Most students have the opportunity
to engage in quality talk.

Teacher sets expectation and provides
support for a variety of engagement
strategies and structures that facilitate
participation and meaning making by
students. All students have the opportunity
to engage in quality talk. Routines are often
student-led.

Talk: Substance of student talk

Student talk is nonexistent or is unrelated to
content or is limited to single-word responses
or incomplete sentences directed to teacher.

Student talk is directed to teacher. Talk
associated with content occurs between
students, but students do not provide
evidence for their thinking.

Student-to-student talk reflects knowledge
and ways of thinking associated with the
content. Students provide evidence to
support their thinking.

Student-to-student talk reflects knowledge
and ways of thinking associated with the
content. Students provide evidence to
support their arguments and new ideas.
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